Walker Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting
February 1, 2024

DATE: 		 Thursday, February 1, 2024
TIME: 		 7:00 Pm
PLACE:  		9 Township Rd., Tamaqua, PA
ATTENDEES: 	Craig Wagner, Chair
	     	Kent Heisler, Vice Chair

OTHER:		Chad Felty, Roadmaster
		Chris Riedlinger, Solicitor
		Ann Ostergaard, Secretary

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Sifilies asked about the recycling bins.  Once again it was explained this was a county program and the county discontinued the program.

MINUTES:  Kent Heisler made a motion and Craig Wagner seconded it to approve the January 2 meeting minutes and the reorganizational minutes.  Motion approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Kent Heisler made a motion and Craig Wagner seconded it to approve the December 31, 2023 treasurer’s report.  Motion approved.  Craig Wagner made a motion and Kent Heisler seconded it to approve the January bills to be paid February 1 with the addition of on-site services $154.12 for waste oil burner repair and BeCo for $3428.09 for the pressure washer.  Motion approved.  

ROAD MASTER REPORT:  Chad gave the report. He reported ½ the storage of salt and materials were used this year.  He is not going to order any more supplies for the season.  The salt shed can then be worked on.  The red pickup is in need of repair.  Will use the West Brunswick truck for cold patch as weather permits.  The bridge inspection is set for February 13 at 9:30.  

POLICE REPORT:  No report.

ASSISTANT ZONING REPORT: Ann reviewed the zoning report.  Two zoning permits applied for this past month.  Garafolo applied for permit to operate their vacation cabin as a short- term rental.  It was denied on both not an approved usage for EAP zoning district and also when they applied for a permit, they did sign an affidavit the cabin would only be used for personal use.  If approved additional UCC permits would also need to be issued.  Solar permit zoning and UCC permits in progress for Johnson.  

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: The planning commission met to review the Subdivision/annexation plan of Bachert/Sifilies property on Valley Road.  The plan entailed Bachert subdividing 1.1 acres from property and annexing it to Sifilies property.  The planning commission recommended approval of this plan with the contingent of getting DEP waiver on sewage planning.  Craig Wagner made a motion to approve the plan and Kent Heisler seconded it.  Motion approved.  The planning commission also reviewed a letter for Tamaqua Borough as they are seeking financing for the sewage plant renovation. The waste water plant is located in Walker Township.  
SOLICITOR:  Nothing to report.

PARK COMMISSION:  Arro is ready to send out the bids for the next phase of the park grant renovation.  The Park commission will meet with Mike Begis to go over the plan and equipment which will be purchased.  

SEO REPORT:  No report.

TAX COLLECTOR:  No report.

NEFC:  A list of fundraisers for the year was presented by Chad for approval.  They would be a rose sale, corn hole competitions, filing sales, chicken BBQ, burger nights and several ticket drawings.  Craig Wagner made a motion and Kent Heisler seconded it to approve the fundraisers for the fire company.  Chad reported there were 73 calls they responded to in 2023.  

OLD BUSINESS:  
· The winning bidder of the F350 truck never picked up the truck or responded to repeated attempts to contact him.  The second highest bidder was contacted regarding purchasing the truck, but they declined to purchase.  The board decided to re list the truck on municibid.  
· Craig Wagner made a motion and Kent Heisler seconded it to purchase a pressure washer from BeCo.  Motion approved.  

NEW BUSINESS:
· No discussion on road projects for 2024.
· Ben Turrano won the auditor six- year term.  He did turn in his paperwork but it was past the deadline.  The board voted to accept his write in status and he will serve as auditor for the six- year term.  Craig Wagner made a motion and Kent Heisler seconded it.  Motion approved.  

CORRESPONDENCE:  Ann reviewed the correspondence folder.  

No further business to discuss the board adjourned at 8:14 pm.  Craig Wagner made a motion and Kent Heisler seconded it.  Motion approved.  

Respectively submitted by:

Ann Ostergaard
Walker Township Secretary
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